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The following note will account for this publication: 
. 
ST. JAMES' HOTEL, l 
J .A.0KSONVILLE, FLA., February 10, 1873. ) 
To THE REV. R. H. WELLER, 
Rect01· of St. John's Church: 
REV. AND DEAR Srn: The undersigned, together with a 
large number of your own congregation and of winter visitors 
in this place, who had the privilege of listening to your sin-
cere and eloquent appeal on Sunday, the 2d inst., in behalf 
. of" rebuilding the ruined walls of your Parish Church," and 
basing our interest on the grounds, that the former building 
was destroyed by the military during the late war, and that 
the number of our people sojourning in Florida every winter, 
demands larger accommodations than the ability of the 
Parish can supply, or the present temporary shelter afford, re-
spectfully ask a copy of your sermon, for publication, and 
such distribution as may best accomplish a result so impor-
tant to this community, to visitors in Florida, and to all who 
would have their Lord, "worshipped in all the beauty of 
J Holiness." 
Yours, very truly, in the Church of God, 
J. H. SHOENBERGER, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 
J. BUTLER WRIGHT, 
Scarborough, on the Hudson. 
M. L. COBB, 
Sing :Sing, N. Y. 
ALEX. F. MAISON, 
Poughkeepsie, N: Y. 
JOHN T. WHEELER, 





" Thus speaketh the Lord of Hosts, saying : this people say the time is not 
come; the time that the Lord's House should be built. " -HAGGAI, I, 2. 
The Great Creator's presence is everywhere. The 
touch of His fingers set the univei:se in motion, and it 
moves onward, measuring space and numbering years, 
until He shall ch8ck its progress; while, through all 
its varied operations, His Spirit passes without ceas-
ing, noting all things, and blessing all. Through its 
numberless avenues, Earth continually points to that 
presence; while the sun, ruling the day, reflects the 
joyous beams from His countenance; and moon and 
stars are but the lanterns which betoken to man the 
sleepless vigilance which guards all that he is, or has, 
or cherishes, or hopes for. There is no escape from 
that presence which we eve;rywhere read and every-
where feel. For, like the rays of light which symbol-
ize that greater Light, it penetrates all barriers, it per-
meates all space, it is not changeable, it is everywhere 
merciful, arid distributes everywhere blessings which 
come unbidden and undeserved to all. 'l'o Joseph in 
an Egyptian prison, far from kindred and home ; to 
Elijah by the brook in the desert; to Jonah buried in 
the sea ; to Daniel in the den of lions ; to the three He-
brew worthies in the fiery furnace; to the impotent 
man at the pool of Bethesda ; to the thief on the cross ; 
to Lazarus in the grave; to Saul the persecutor on his 
journey, and circling in brilliant halo around the mar-
tyr's brow-that presence was ever the sall}e pillar of 
strength and beacon of light, before which weakness 
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was impossible and darkness fled. It hears the sigh-
ing of the contrite heart from the deepest solitude, and 
catches the notes of prayer and praise rising from the 
crowded assemblies. Every hill-top and valley is 
made sacred by its breathings, and the world itself is 
but a vast temple, through whose courts, whether si-
lent or clamorous, that presence passes, gathering up 
the thoughts, words and deeds of men, and into whose 
darkest recesses it penetrates, marking the recOl'd for 
a judgment to come. 
But although thus everywhere present, p ervading 
all space, hearing the cry of the penitent equally in 
the thronged city's crowded passways, and by the 
brook in the silent desert, yet from the earliest times 
of Revelation, God has called for the erection and 
consecration to Himself of separate and appropriate· 
places, where, in the higher acts of devotion and min-
gled harmony of assembled worshippers, His guid-
ance and guardianship should be invoked, and His 
praises ascend. So in the Patriarchal era, inmilies 
gathered about their local altars, daily offering the 
sacrifice for sin, making known their needs, having 
their sorrows assuaged, their joys enlivened, and gath-
ering strength to meet and overcome in the struggles 
of their daily life. In after days, when Revelation 
bad taken organic form in the ritual service of the 
Jewish Church, the Tabernacle, with its gorgeous dra-
pery and its. sublime symbolism, became the central 
point around which were gathered the tents of Israel, 
wherever camped, whose presence with their armies 
was ever the prestige of victory, and with whose pa@-
sage from point to point on the contested field the tide 
of battle ebbed and :flowed. 
And so it continued, the witness of God's presence, 
the residuary of the people's power, and the heart's 
core of the nation's glory, until supplanted by the 
magnificent Temple erected by King Solomon, which 






chosen people, and shone out, as a beacon of unsul-
lied brilliancy, upon the nations far and near. 
So sacred was that 'l'emple to the Jews, that whether 
at home _or abroad, in private or in social worship, 
their faces were always turned toward it, as though it 
was the ladder of communication with Heaven, planted 
by God's own band, at whose foot ail the devotions of 
the people must begin their ascent to the Throne of 
Grace; the minor of divinity, and the axis about 
which all the strength and greatness of the people did 
revolve. While they were faithful to the tmths of 
which it was the "Witness and Keeper," they grew 
mightily and prospered. And one of the direst evils 
that came upon them for sinfulness and idolatry, was 
the destmction of their House of Prayer. 
When God's patience with the people's treach ry 
and cormption was exhausted, and NebuchadnPzzar 
came down upon Judea, as the rod of His vengeance, 
he made thorough work of the destruction of J erusa-
lem and its magnificent Temple. He sent a desolating 
fire to complete the work begun in ,slaughter and sac-
rilege. The flames glared from the cottages of the 
poor, revelled in the deserted chambers of the rich, 
climbed the cedar pillars of the King's Palace, and 
wrapt in fiery tongues about the Temple's dome, until 
the crashing fall of the last roof was heard, and where 
Jerusalem once sat, a queen among the cities of the 
world, all was misery and ruins. 
Then the people went into captivity. Years passed 
on. The wild beasts roamed over the place where 
once Judah's Palaces uplifted their stately forms, and 
the owl and the bat found shelter and solitude, where 
once the commerce of the world had a market, and the 
families of a nation were housed. Three score and 
ten years desolation marked the site of Jerusalem. 
Then Nehemiah, moved by the sufferings of bis coun-
trymen, who were gradually gathering among the 
ruins, and inspired by a noble impulse to relieve their 
• 
8 
distresses and restore the city of his· fathers, forsook 
the Persian court, and, through intense opposition and 
years of self-denying labor, rebuilt the great wall, with 
its impenetrable gateways, and gave to the people, once 
more, a country and a home. Time passed on. The 
streets were rebuilt, private residences arose upon 
their ancient sites, commerce was gradually seeking 
again its old quarters, and, if not wealth, yet surely 
employment, comfort and protection re-occupied Jeru-
• salem. 
But the ' ' House of God'' was not restored. From 
the very first, the people intended to rebuild it. They 
acknowledged that it was their duty and high privi-
lege to re build it. 'l'hey had even planned its restora-
tion. But the work was postponed from year to year, 
until the community should become more settled; un-
til some private enterprises had become more p; osper-
ous; thus giving them larger faith and more ability. 
~hey seemed to think that they were thus acting 
wisely. In deferring the work until more prosperous 
times, they would P3ake its success more certain. It 
was a great undertaking. It required large con-
tributions. It would draw off from their limited 
capital. It would straiten their living. It would 
cramp their· commercial and professional energies. 
Therefore it was better to wait. Although meanly 
housed, the altar yet daily sent up the sweet savor 
of its sacrifices. They could worship God accept-
ably in the Tabernacle among the ruins. Let us 
wait, they said, until there is no risk of embarrass-
ment or failure. That was sound worldly wisdom, 
and it met with general approval. For a year or two 
things· continued in this way. Business went on, 
building went 0n, population increased, and ability 
grew. But the work on the Temple was still deferred 
to some time in the future. Then the patience of their 
God began to wane. He blessed them in the basket 
and the store, ptotecting them from enemies round 
' I 
9 
about. But they neglected Him. They dwelt in their 
furnished houses, while His worship was still offered 
in the curtained 'ra bernacle among the ruins. Then 
His blessing upon their labor was withclrawn, and 
trouble came. The farm failed in its productions; 
money was to be had only at usurious rates of inter-
est ; taxation increased to a heavy burden ; men mort-
gaged their property to sustain their families; business 
staggered in the marts, and public confidence was slla-
ken to its roots. Could they build the House of God 
now? No ! It was a more d.ifficult work now than 
two years before, when Darius issued his decree, and 
they planned and intended to build. 
This was the condition in Jerusalem when Haggai, 
l the Prophet, appealed to them for the honor due to 
God, that His altar shoukl be removed from its tempo-
rary shelter to a more fitting and permanent residence. 
They pleaded their poverty and the stringency of the 
times They wer-e not able to build; they could do a 
great deal better in a year or two mo_:re. But God an-
swered them through the prophet, quoting their very 
, language. "This people say, the time is not come ; 
the time that the Lord's House should be built." 
Then with stern reproof He shows their fault, and the 
reason of their distress and poverty. '' Is it time for 
you, oh ye, to live in your ceiled [or :finished] houses, 
and this House lie waste? Consider your ways. Ye 
have sown much and bring in little; ye eat, and ye 
have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with 
drink ; ye clothe you, but there is none warm ; and 
he that earneth wages, earneth wages to put it into a 
bag with holes. Thus saith the Lord of Hosts ; Con~ 
sider your ways. Go up to the mountain and bring 
wood, and build the House, and I will take pleasure 
in it, and I will be glorified. Ye looked for much, 
and lo, it came to little, and when ye brought it home, 
I did blow upon it. Why? saith the Lord of Hosts. 
Because of My House that is waste, and ye run every 
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man to his own house. Therefore the heaven over yotl 
is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her 
fruit. And I called for a drought upon the land, and 
upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upun the 
oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, 
and upon man, and upon cattle, and upon all the la-
bor of the hands.'' '' And the people feared before 
the Lord, and they came together and did work upon 
the House of the Lord.'' Then the darkness of suf-
fe1fog and sorrow ceased, and prosperity began to 
dawn upon them once more; 
Brethren ; I have come before you to-day to plead 
with earnest heart for the rebuilding of your House of 
Prayer, which the ravages of war laid in ruins. Year 
after year its ashes have made their mute appeal to 
_you, whenever you have entered this temporary shel-
ter to worship God. To enforce my plea, I quote the 
simple narrative of the Prophet Haggai. It is not ne-
cessary to point the meaning of that narrative. Its 
statement and appeal fit your case as pointedly as if 
they came to you by special inspiration from the lips 
of a special Prophet. What shall I say, then, to im-
press their teaching, and rouse you, as Haggai did his 
people, to consider your ways, and build the House 
of God? Simply this: That I believe in God. And 
believing in Him, I receive the Sacred Scriptures of 
the Old Testament as "given by inspiration of God," 
and written for our instruction. They are intended to 
teach us how God dealt, in times past, with individu-
als and communities, in their relations to Him. I be-
lieve that what He abundantly blessed then, He will 
bless abundantly now; that what He punished then, 
He will punish now. I believe that every possession, 
comfort and blessing which each one of us claims as 
his own, is a sacred trust from the bountiful storehouse 
of our Bountiful God. We are His stewards. I be-
lieve that He requires from each and all a cheerful, 
generous and even self-denying return from what He 
, 
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supplies us, into His treasury. I believe that when 
we render that, His blessing coilles; and when we re-
fuse or wjtbhold it, He removes the trust, or leaves it 
only to taint. corrupt and wound. God calls for, and 
He will have. the worship of head, and hand, and 
treasure, as well as the worship of the heart and lips. 
When it is not rendered, no well-fenced field, no care-
ful watch, no staunchly built steamer, no fire-proof 
storehouse, no deeply imbedded vault, can keep out 
His tax-gatherers, the fire, "wind and storm fulfilling 
His word." I believe that as God required the Jews 
of old to give, not of their least valuable, but of their 
best, and to give until they felt the giving, so He !'e-
quires of us. As He blessed David, notwithstanding 
his sins, for conceiving in his heart the erection of a 
Temple befitting His worship, and gathering its costly 
material; and as He blessed Solomon with a long and 
prosperous reign, unbroken by turmoil, notwithstand-
ing his sins, because he built the House, so He will 
bless His people now with peace, 11rosperity and 
power, as they render to Him the tribute meet for the 
advancement of His glorious work of saving men. I 
believe, yet more, that as God's blessing went out over 
Israel of old, from the Temple, the seat and centre of 
His glorious presence-so now the Houses of Prayer 
are the consecrated centres, in our Christian land, of 
unity, peace, power, and every blessing from God. 
'fhey are landmarks pointing Heavenward from every 
city and village, witnessing the fealty of man to his 
Father and his God. They should therefore be the 
best, not the least we can offer, for "the silver and the 
gold is Mine," saith the Lord. It is true that you can 
worship God acceptably in a barn, or a cattle-shed, or 
beneath the forest shade. It is equally true that you 
can protect your wives and little ones from exposure 
and the wintry blasts, in the coarsest serge, or the 
cast-off sacks of the grocer, or the pauper rags. But 
would you do it 1 You could bury your departed 
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loved ones by the roadside, or in the potter's field: and 
thq would sleep as sweetly there, until the resurrec-
tion morn, as beneath the noblest monument in Green-
wood or Mount Holly. ·vvhy not do these things~ I 
answer for you: Simply because the honest love, nest-
ling in your heart, scorns the loveless deed. Let us 
love God. Those of us whose hearts have been 
crushed beneath the coffin's lid, torture ourselves at 
times with the thought of omissions, or neglect, or 
loveless acts toward the deai- departed. I pray you, 
let us not look back, when we have crossed the dark 
river, to torment ourselves forever with the memory of 
omitted or loveless acts toward God, who is our only 
hope and stay, in time and through eternity ! 
Breth1:en, we must "arise and build." The Jews 
could lengthen the cords and spread the curtains of 
their Tabernacle as they needed room. We can extend 
this Tabernacle no further. It has been lengthened 
and it has been widened, to give space for our increas-
ing number. It will admit of nothing more. In a few 
years it will be falling about us in ruins. We must 
begin now j begin with earnest faith in God. that He 
will bless us as we labor for His House, and enable us 
to finish the work in propOTtion as we show forth our 
faith in sturdy deeds. I know your poverty-how you 
have been stripped, and pressed, and straitened. But 
'' there is a poverty that maketh many rich'' -the 
poverty that is rich in good works. I know, too, that 
we could have begun this work better two years ago, 
when we first conceived the plan: and when I think of 
that, I am oppressed, for I remember Israel, in the 
days of Haggai. If we cannot accomplish all we wish, 
let us at least do what we can. Let us begin the work 
at once, in earnest faith, and make no debts. Let us 
set our hearts stP.adfastly upon the work, backing en-
deavor by the measure of ability. aPd above all, lean-
ing on God ; and, then, I have no fear for the result. 
Love risks its all for the object of its aff.:lction. If we 
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truly love God, we will hazard something upon onr 
faith, and that will bring success. I know, too, that 
we must build a House of Prayer larger than our own 
Parish needs. For the Church is one. Brethren from 
other parts of the land, from England and her colo-
nies, have equal rights and privileges in our House of 
Prayer as ourselves. They are gathered here, in large 
numbers, every winter, and we must have room for 
them. We must therefore build with one-third more 
space than our own needs call for, that they may join 
with us in the loving prayers of our mother, the 
Church, "who hath never a child to honor above the 
rest." But these brethren will not be, indeed are not 
now, willing to have us do this work alone. Follow-
ing in the wake of your chil<lren's offering at Christ-
mas, they have already expressed their interest, put-
ting their shoulders to the wheel, and hacking my plea 
of to-day by the beginning of their offerings. Their 
action has increased my faith in the succ~ss of our 
undertaking, anu given me courage to stand before 
you, this morning, and say we must lay our corner-
stone before they leave us for their homes. 
Brethren, you cannot say I have been in haste. For 
two long years, since we first projPcted this work, I 
have brooded in patient waiting over it, praying God 
to speed the time. " Tke time is come." 
I shall propose to the Vestry, on Tuesday next, to 
add to the sums already pledged by a thorough can-
vass of the Parish. I know that the needed sum can 
not be raised without a strain. But I believe it will 
be a strain, if made in proper spirit, that will surely 
bring God's blessing. I do not propose to make the 
pressure too heavy. ButI do propose that, if nothing 
more, we shall call in a sufficiency of the subscriptions 
to lay the foundation now, and I know that then, when 
daily, or weekly, coming here to worship God, you 
step over the unfinished walls, the mute appeal will 
help to raise those walls. And when brethren of our 
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own household of faith, coming from other parts, com-
plain of our unsightly, cramped, and comfortless 
House of Prayer, we can honestly say, " brethren, we 
have done what we could; come to our h elp and we 
will go on.'' They will respect that plea and answer it. 
I have said before to-day, and it is pleasant to re-
peat it now, and always, that this is a united, hearty 
and zealous Parish. Few Rectors are so blessed in 
their pastoral relations as I am. You have done 
well in yom poverty. You have helped others. You 
owe no debt. You have faithfully discharged your 
financial obligations in the Pari_sh and the Diocese. 
I propose now to crystalize that unity, and intensify 
that zeal, by uniting every member of thE' Parish, old 
and young, in a vigorous interest in this enterprise. It 
will give you confidence and strength for any future 
work. Our children have already shown what they 
can and will do, by the g}'aceful and touching response 
they gave at Christmas, in cheerfully giving up their 
accustomed Christmas Tree, and substituting for it the 
offerings from their own labor and self-denial, for the 
new Church building. Their elders will not fall be-
hind them in either devotion or sacr1fi.ce. 
One. thought more. We have reached that point in 
the history of this Parish, when we must have more 
space for worshippers or cease to extend the Church 
of Christ in this city. If we stop where we now are, 
what will be the result 1 I will tell you. WhE>n a 
Clnistian people CE'ase to expand and communicate 
the Light of Life to others, they cease to grow in grace, 
and soon settle down upon the soured lees of past ex-
perience. They lose vigor, strength and life. 
But the highest motive urging us on to this and other 
expressions of our faith in God, and duty to Him, 
comes not from .T ewish practice, expediency, or other's 
deeds. Behind, and beneath, every outspoken word, 
and every deed of faith in Christian duty, lies the 
vigorous working of that inner lif~, which clings with 
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Divine energy to what it loves. It stirs to acnon and 
invigorates in duty by the resistless force with which 
it takes hold of Christ's sacrifice, made that the soul 
of man might build its stairway up to Heaven, resting 
on that one foundation, than which none other can any 
man lay-"Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." It re-
alizes its union with Him as the branch in the vine, 
and feeding upon that life, it grows with His growth; 
strives to work as He worked; measures His zeal, and 
imitates His sacrifice. In that union, alone, we take 
our true position, as members of His Body ; so that 
'' if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it.'' 
In that union, the Christian man learns his duty. Con-
secrated to Christ in Holy Baptism, and therein 
pledged to "fight manfully under His banner'' all the 
days of his life, he reads his high commission to extend 
to others the strength of that mercy on which he leans, 
and to impart to others, by earnest effort, a knowledge 
of that love which brightens, cleanses and sanctifies 
his own soul. So, the irrepressible cry continually 
rising from the heart of each true follower of the bless-
ed Jesus, is, room, more room for the Saviour'slove to 
spread abroad! Room, more room for His mercy to 
touch the wayward, the sin-sick, the self-righteous, 
and the reprobate, and say, "lift up thine heart" -
" go, and sin no more!" Room, more room to wit-
ness for the truth of God ! Lay deep and strong the 
foundation; erect the walls ; build up the towers, that 
through the murky atmosphere of our corrupted mod-
ern life, speak out to every passer- by of our earnest 
faith in the blessed Jesus, and unshaken fidelity to 
Him who reigns on high. · 
Brethren, I have made my plea. May the blessed 
SpiTit ~press it deeply on each heart in this flock, for 
.T esus' sake ! Your response to that plea I leave to 
be settled between each conscience and its Lord. 
l 
APPENDIX, 
THE NEW ST. JOHN'S CHURCH1 
BREAKING GROUND FOR THE ERECTION.-REMARKS 
OF THE RECTOR .AND VISITORS, 
[From the Florida Union, Feb. 20, 1873.) 
On Tuesday, the 18th inst., at 4 P. 111., ground was 
broken for the foundation of the new St. John's 
Church in this city. A very large assemblage was 
present, and the services, conducted by the Rector, 
Rev. Mr. Weller, were of a very interesting character. 
Before the services began in the chapel, (the lines of 
the new building having been previously staked off,) 
the banners of the Sunday school classes, twenty-two 
in number, held by a member of each class, were sta-
tioned at intervals around the entire lines, making a 
very strikingly;beautiful appearance. 
Services began in the chapel by the singing of the 
99th selection of Psalms, beginning-
" Oh, 'twas a joyful sound to hear 
Our tribes devoutly say, 
Up, I srael 1 to the Temple haste, 
.And keep your festal day." 
Then;followed the exhortation: 
CHRISTIAN BRETHREN: It is decent and 1woper, and agree-
able to the precepts and example of Holy Writ, that in all 
our doings we should beseech Almighty God, from whom 
cometh every good and perfect gift, to direct us with His 
most gracious favor, and to further us with His continual 
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help. Especially, therefore, when we are now assembled td 
commence a House which is to be set apart to His honor and 
service, and in which His holy name is to be worshipped, n,nd 
His Word and Sacraments to be-proclaimed and celebra_ted 
by the ministry whom He hath commissioned, let us humbly 
and devoutly declare our faith in Him, and supplicate His as-
sistance, protection and blessing. 
Then followed the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and several Collects ; after which the pro-
cession was formed as follows : 
The Rector, the Vestrymen, accompanied by sev-
eral gentlemen from other dioceses, who had taken an 
active interest in the projected building, the Sunday 
School classes, with their respective teachers, then the 
congri>gation, in order: The procession beginning at 
the northeast corner, moved around the entire lines 
set for the new building, singing hymn 102d of the 
Prayer Book. 
"Jesus shall reign where' er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run." 
In passing around, the Sunday School teachers and 
classes grouped about their respective banners, thus 
beautifully forming a hollow square the size of the 
projected building. 'rhe congregation formed outside 
of these. When the singing ceased, the Rector' s~·po-
sition was at the northeast corner ; the committee of 
visitors, consisting of Mr. A. F. Maison, of I>ough-
keepsie, N. Y.;Mr. H. Morton, of New York City, 
Mr. M. L. Cobb, of Sing Sing, and Mr. John T. 
Wheeler, of N. H., (Mr. J. H. Shoenberger, of Pitts-
burg, was to have been with them, but was unavoid-
ably absent), at the southeast; the Vestry at the 
northwi>st, and the Bishop Rutledge class, 'the young-
est class of boys in the Sunday School, at the south-
west corner, being the porch entrance. 
Ground was broken simultaneously at the four cor-
ners by these parties, the Rector saying : 
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In the uame of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Roly 
Ghost, Amen . I break ground for the foundation of our 
new edifice to be here erected by the name of St. John's 
Church, and to be devoted to the service of Almighty God, 
agreeably to the principles of the Prolestan t Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America, in its doctrine, 
ministry, liturgy, rites, anti. usages. 
Except the Lord build the house, their labor is but lost 
that build it. Other foundation can no man lay, than that 
which is laid, even Jesus Christ, "who is God over all, 
blessed forever more," and in whom we have redemption 
through His blood, even the forgiveness of our sins. Amen. 
There was then a prayer from the service for laying 
a corner-stone, after which the Rector said: 
.. 
BRETJIH.EN: 'l'he occasion which brings us together to-day 
is one of no small imporlance. The erection of a House of 
Prayer marks an important point in the history of a com-
munity. It is one of both special and general interest. Spe-
cial Jo_ us _as a Christian congregation, for therein we are to 
worship God, in the beauty of holiness. In this house now 
to be erect.eel, souls are to be consecrated to God in the waters 
of holy baptism. Herein the faithful are to plead the merits 
of Christ's blessed sacrifice, and have their souls refreshed 
and strengthened in the eucharistic feast. At its Altar kin-
dred hearts are to knit together, for weal or woe, for life in 
the holy bonds of wedlock, and from its courts some of us 
·who stand here rejoicing to-day, and our children, are to be 
borne to the last resting place, in hope, through Jesus, of a 
joyful resurrection. It is, therefore, to be a place of both sol-
emn religious services, and of the most hallowed and endur-
ing association in our lives, and the lives of those who come 
after us. But in addition to this, every Honse of Prayer is, 
to the entire community, a witness and enforcer of truth, 
integrity and duty, in all the walks of man's daily life, a mon-
ument, uprising before us, of the highest standard of moral-
ity and the upholder of social order. 
Sweep away the Christian churches in this or any land, 
and anarchy, discord, and bloodshed will usurp the p~aces of 
law and prosperity and brotherhood. The presence of God, 
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and the arm of His power, are a living reality in the world, 
unchanged by man's opinion or desires. All things still 
move steadily onward towards their consummation, in strict 
accordance with the principles of His mural government. 
Sooner or later all opposition to the spread of His kingdoiu 
must cease, and it appear evident in the sight of angels and 
men, that around the consecrated altar of a pure worship to 
God do cluster, as a centre of strength and glory, the happi-
ness and security of man. 
Mr. M. L. Cobb, of Sing Sing, N. Y., was then in-
troduced, who said: 
In behalf of the visitors and temporary residents of Jack-
sonville, who recognize the necessity of re-building the 
church at this place, and who have become interested in the 
entt<rprise, I am authorized to give to the Vestry and the 
members of the congregation, an assurance of our most earn-
est sympathy and deep interest in the work this day com-
menced. 
We come from the North, the East, and the West, and are 
gratified to find in your unpretending chapel. and in a genial 
clime, the unaltered faith of the Church and to join in its 
simple and unostentatious worship, but we are still m·ore 
gratified to find among our brethren of the South, no cause 
of difference, bnt, on the contrary, that true bond of sym-
pathy which is the guarantee of unity, and which unites all 
Churchmen in the cause of their Mother Church at all times 
and in all places in the world. 
Gentlemen of the Vestry, accept our earnest wishes for the 
success of this work, and permit us to indulge in the hope 
that the mutual sympathy and good feeling shown this day 
will extend to all denominations and to all parts of our coun-
try, so that we shall in deed and in truth become one people, 
and that all bitterness, and anger, and strife, may soon give 
place to that charity "which thinketh no e,il." 
Mr. Cobb was followed by Mr. Hamilton Morton, of 
New York, who made the following remarks: 
The Reverend and respected Rector of this Parish will, I 




faring" friends feel in tlrn final accomplishment of that ob-
ject which these ceremonies have initiated, and how fully 
their sentiments are in accord with his own. That this work 
of Christian love should no longer be left undone.' 'rhe tu-
multous waves of civil war that met in conflict in this, our 
"Land of Promise," have obeyed the voice from-Hraven-
" Peace, be still," and we all feel, as sincerely and as hopefully 
as you do, th at the sweet fragrance of floral life from the 
"Land of Flowers" will, in the future, ever mingle with the 
incense from altars erected by devotional hearts for His wor-
ship and His praise. 
We now, also, feel that it is emphatically "the accepted 
time to rebuild the walls of Zion" wherever dilapidated or 
prostrated to the ground. When, resting in peace, beneath 
the shade of our own "vines" and our own "fig trees," we be-
hold around us the scientists of the world, from their lofty 
observatories and palatial halls of science, devoting themselves 
to the Laws of Nature, and with fearless grasp seizing and 
displaying to a wondering world the glowing mysteries of 
that " Orb of Day," how meet and proper it would seem that 
becoming Temples should be reared for the God of Nature, 
and for the investigation and elucidation of the still more 
wonderful and genial rays of Divint: Light. 
To the man who -really loves his country; to the patriot, 
who fondly hopes that the heather he treads upon while liv-
ing shall bloom over him when he is no more; to him, every 
new temple dedicated to the worship of Deity, is an earnest 
of progressing civilization, a harbinger of peace, and "good 
will to man," especiaHy so in this, our native land, described 
in prophetic gaze as "the land shadowing with wings," where 
religion, in her many colored vesture, has found a sure and 
peaceful refuge and retreat. Civil and political convulsions 
may come, and for a time "our startled eagle knows not where 
to rest," but no more 
" Will mitred zeal, as in wild, unholy days, 
Bare the reu arm and bid the faggots blaze." 
We may, therefore, with entire complacency and abiding 
faith, regard and individually aid and encourage efforts an- • 
alogous to that in which we have been participating, and 
that, too, throughout the length and breadth of our common 
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country, until the land we live in is linked together in one 
bond of religious, and, therefore, patriotic brotherhood, and . 
so interwoven, that like the imaginary orbits of the asteroids, 
"touch but one link, the chain responds throughout." 
The services then closed with singing of the Doxol-
ogy, and Benediction by the Rector, Rev Mr. Weller. 
The service was very interesting and somewhat 
novel to a majority of the people, who never saw a 
similar one before. 
